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“Those Were the Days”
Armand Quick, MD, PhD, was chairman and professor
of biochemistry at the Marquette University College of
Medicine, located only a few blocks from the Milwaukee
Blood Center, now the Blood Center of Southeastern
Wisconsin. He was well known for his research on the
frontiers of coagulation mechanisms and especially for
the development of the Quick prothrombin time. At a
meeting in Paris, a Frenchman greeted him enthusiasti-
cally as the developer of the “prothrombin rapide,” mis-
taking the eponym to be an adjective.
Dr. Quick was responsible for the care of many of
Milwaukee’s hemophiliacs and came to supervise their
transfusions at the Center’s outpatient transfusion facili-
ty. Many times he walked from his laboratory at the
Medical School in his white coat and white sneakers,car-
rying a small black satchel containing a beaker of ice,
syringes, and test tubes, to collect blood samples before
and after the infusion of the fresh frozen plasma he had
ordered. He then rushed back to perform his meticulous
measurements personally in his laboratory.
An interesting sideline to these reminiscences is 
that Dr. Quick refused to use the new-fangled
Cryoprecipitate, because he was afraid that the process
might have altered the Factor VIII and made it immuno-
genic. If the hemophiliac produced antibodies, then he
would become refractory to therapy. We never told him
that we would sneak the administration of “Cryos”to his
traumatized or surgical patients.
I hope that I will not have to answer for this when we
meet in the next dimension.
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Letter From the Editors
Book Review Misprint
The editors of Immunohematology wish to apolo-
gize to reviewer Dr.William Sherwood, to book editors
Karen Shoos Lipton and Edward L.Wolf, and to our read-
ers for the mistake in printing the book review in the
March 1999 issue. Most of the last paragraph of the
review “Emerging Legal Issues in Blood Banking and
Transfusion Medicine” was omitted during the printing
process. The review has been republished in its entirety
in this issue.
If you,our readers,have any papers you would like us
to consider for publication in our “Goodbye to ’99”issue
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